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ABSTRACT 

An exploratory study examined the expectations of 
parents toward goals, curriculum, and services of the public 
preschool in Hardin County, Ohio. Previous studies have shown that 
the goals of the preschool influence the curriculum and determine 
whether the preschool is academic or social in nature, that academics 
are emphasized even though play has been determined to be the way 
children learn, that a strong partnership with parents at the 
preschool level benefits children, and that a strong partnership with 
parents is evident in the Head Start program. Participants of the 
study were 23 parents of public preschool children, surveyed as to 
their perceptions and expectations regarding goals of preschool 
curriculum, other possible services provided by the preschool, and 
curriculum committee membership. The data obtained suggest that 
parents wanted the following: (1) a strong partnership with the 
teachers; (2) a strong academic environment that also stresses play 
as the learning medium; (3) an opportunity for children to learn 
social skills; and (4) no involvement from the public preschool in 
meeting their children's medical or dental needs. The study indicates 
that parents want some of the standards that are evident in Head 
Start. (A copy of the questionnaire is included.) (BAC) 
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Parental E>:pec tat ions S 

Abstract 

This exploratory study examined the expectations of parents 
towards goals, curriculum, and services of the public 
preschool. The expectations of twenty-three parents were 
obtained throuqh a questionnaire. The data obtained suggested 
the parents want a strong partnership with the teachers and a 
strong academic environment which stresses play as the learning 
medium. The parents wanted their children to learn social 
skills. The parents did not eypect the public, preschool to 
become involved in their children's medical or dental 
r e sp o ("I s i b i 1 i t i e s . 
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Parental Expectations 3 
Parental Expectations of Public Preschool Programs 
in the Hardin County Area 
In the county there are only two districts out of five? 
that operate public preschool classrooms. The State Department 
of Education decided to funnel the preschool grant money bo 
those preschool programs abiding by Head Start performance 
standards. The public preschools are expected to use the best- 
practices in Head Start as a model. 

The purpose of this exploratory study was to investigate 
what parents of public preschool children in the Hardin County 
area expected those preschools to have as their goal. The 
questionnaire was given to parents to discover not only what 
gosils they expected out of the preschool program;, but what 
other services they wanted provided for their children while 
they are in preschool. I wanted to find out what type of 
partnership they expected. By surveying the parents of the 
public preschools in our county? I hope to have input into the 
direction the public preschools should take in the future. 
P revious Studies 

The goals of the preschool determine to a large degree the 
s t r u c t li r e o f t h e p r e s c h o o 1 . U h e t h e r i t :i s a c a d e m i c a 1 1 y 
oriented or social depends on those* who are in chai qe. In 
1989i Carlson & if." tenma 1 m-S j ob 1 cm reported parents in the United 
States wanted a strong academic environment in the preschool. 
Rescorla (1991) found parents who placed strong value on ear .1 y 
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Parental Expectations 4 
academics sent their children to schools where the teachers and 
the school also placed emphasis on early academics. Rothlein 
and Brett <i9B7> were concerned about the strong emphasis on 
academics. In their study parents and teachers did not 
consider play as important and showed a lack of interest in it 
in the preschool setting. They viewed play as separate from 
learning. Bredekamp (1937), however, showed the need for a 
developmental ly appropriate preschool where the emphasis is on 
learning through play. 

A strong partnership, or relationship between the teachers 
and parents is very important in school, more so in preschool 
than in any other area. There are many different levels of 
partnership as Pugh (1985) pointed out in his article. 
Partnership can range from non-participation to control of the 
resources, budget and staff selection. Parental involvement 
depended upon the kind of partnership that was stressed. 

Head Start has the strong partnership which was mentioned 
by Pugh (1985). In Head Start, parents are included in key 
roles of making decisions and being trained to become the 
staff. Lombardi (1990) stressed the role Head Start has played 
in providing comprehensive education, health, and social 
services to 11 million children. From the met a analysis of 
studies mentioned in Schwe l nhar t and w'eil-.ait- ! . 1 Vdo : , I he 
benefits of adequately funded Head Start programs run by well- 
trained, competent teachers are well documented. The positive 
effects include the children's intellectual and soc i oemo fc i one 1 
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Parental Expectations 5 
development and the effects on children's health status. 
S ummary 

The goals of the preschool influence the curriculum and 

determine whether the preschool is academic or social in ^ — """ 

nature. Academics are stressed in the United States even 
though play has been determined to be the way children learn 
and to be more deve lopmenta 1 1 y appropriate. I r we have? a 
strong partnership with parents at the preschool level? 
children will benefit. Strong partnership with parents is 
e v i d e n t i n Head S t a r t ? s p r o q r a m . 
H a .i o r Q u e s t i o n s 

Do parents want the model of Head Start on which to base 
the partnership) curriculum, and services? Do the parents want 
assistance with their child's needs, whether they are social, 
emotional, medical, or dental? What type of educational program 
do the parents expect in public preschools? Do the parents want 
more social or academic preschool? 

Method 

Sub .i ec ts 

The participants in this study were S3 parents of public 
p r e s c 1 1 o o 1 c h i 1 d r e n in the H a r d i n C o u n t y a r e a „ . T h e H a r d i ri 
County area has two districts with public preschools. 
Preschool children are 3, h « o» 3-y ear— o 1 OS . Some u c l-hc- 
f a in i 1 i e s h a v e t w o p r e s c h o o 1 child r e n i n the p r e s c h o o 1 
c 1 a s s r o o m » T h :i. s 1 o w e r e d t h e numb e r o f s u r v e y s e ;•: p e r. t e d i; o b e 
returned. Parents from both preschools are from a rural area. 
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Both districts have the public preschool classroom housed in 
the elementary building. The average income for one district 
is $24-, 052, while the other district's average income is 
$22,694-, according to the Ohio Department of Taxation. 
Measures 

The instrument used to conduct the descriptive research 
was a questionnaire developed by the author (see the Appendix 
for a copy of this questionnaire). The questionnaire was 
developed to survey the parents about their perceptions and 
etupec tat ions of the goals of preschool curriculum, other 
possible services of preschool, and curriculum committee 
membership. The survey consisted of three different sections. 
The first section consisted of statements. Parents circled 
their response to each statement. The responses were of a 4- 
point Likert-typs scale! Agree, Sort of Agree, Sort of Disagree, 
Disagree) . The second section had seven yes or no structured 
questions. The third sec . ion contained five possible preschool 
areas of concern rated in importance with the most important 
being first. 
Procedures 

The questionnaire surveys were hand delivered bo the two 
public preschool teachers, who in turn, ei bher hand delivered 
the survey to the par em its who stop daily at the school oi bent 
b h e m h o m e with t h e p reecho o 1 c h 1 1 d . A t o t a 1 o f 3 5 s u r v e y s w er e 
qiven out in this manner. A total of 23 parents responded by 
completing and returning the survey. The results of the survey 
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were analyzed using the Statistical Package for the Social 
Sciences (SPSS). 

Resu 1 ts 

The age of the parents who responded to the survey ranged 
in age from 'PA to <+l with the mean age of the parents being 
30 .2 yrs. with a S . D . of 4.8. 

Twelve questions asked parents to agree or disagree with 
possible areas of preschool concern. Table 1 presents the 
percent agreement or d i saqr eement with those twelve goals? 
■services or committee structure. 

Insert Table 1 about here 

About 96'/. of the parents wanted curriculum committees in 
which both parents and teachers were on the committee to decide 
what is taught in preschool. Of the parents who responded* 
none of thern wanted a curriculum committee which consisted of 
only parents. This was modified by 37'/. of the parents who did 
not believe teachers should be the only ones on the curriculum 
commi ttee . 

Seven yes or no structured questions aimed at these same 
a r e as of c o n c e r n are listed i n T able 2 . 

I n s e r t T a b I e 2 a b o u t h e r e 

The percentage* fur partnership are lower in Table 2 than in 
Table i < but similar to Table 1. 

[■"torn I hr»i-e questions .involving an academic structure to 



s 



Parental Expectations 8 
the preschool curriculum* 917 of the parents thought their 
child should know his/her colors and how to count in preschool. 
Yet 617» did not think their child should learn to read in 
preschool. When reading, counting, and recognising colors were 
combined on one area of concern, 707. ranked it first or second. 

A high percentage of parents (95*/.) in my study agreed play 
was important in preschool. 

Everyone of the parents who responded to the survey (100*/.) 
agreed it was important for the child to get along with others. 
Yet only ^S*/. of them agreed the most important purpose of 
preschool is to teach their child social skills. In ranking 
this goal 787 ranked this first and £27, ranked it second. 

A high percentage (917) of the parents believed the school 
has Laaching the child what he/she needed to know to be ready 
f ;. i i .= i < o u .1 ., 

Tii jll l,hr »•?• • ,: .er„ t 1 o ns >_»f + fio survey parents did not think 
the schools should take care uf the .uerfical or dental needs; of 
their child. Over "87 (r~.78» a--. 01) of the respondents 
i nci i. c. c-..ted med :i r, t i! -.-nd dental needs 'should not he taken care of 
b v ohe preschoo 1 ., 

Dis-;ui5 i un 

hs Bsjpec tenJ i the results of J.hta srurvey showed the |.-ar Bf» fc*3 

:.'Jc.(ll'.- Jl 1/ I '.' I U..I | < <_• I '. i I (2 I " I I I)-' •- ' I Ul I ■ 1 1 ..' ,. I I ■ lilt. J- -I I ' .'I . I. a. 

want to te involved truth I. he teacher:.- 1 in Jec. 1 J .1. ncj i he 
cur r 1 lu 1 urn . 

The queytioriv in*o] .ina >.'i._<-.. d<..?<ii i c auri 1 .. im '.Ik. r:i r-t-r: nop 1 
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Parental Expectations 9 
curriculum indicate parents want a fairly strong academic 
environment in the preschool? just as Can son (1989) reported. 
The parents did, however, disagree with Rothlein and Brett 
(1987) because 95'/. think play is important in preschool. This 
would indicate parents expect both the academic and play in the 
preschool program for their child. These parents may realize 
the importance of play in learning. Another study is needed to 
d e t er rn i ne t his. 

From the social skill results of this study, it would 
indicate parents feel it is important for their child to get 
along, yet parents placed importance on other areas, or skills. 

The medical and dental results show the parents do not 
want the public preschools to become involved in the family's 
responsibilities in this area. 

This study would indicate parents want some of the 
standards that are evident in Head Start. It would be 
beneficial to those in charge to incorporate those standards 
parents strongly favored into the public preschool system. 
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t ,<-.■ ar-huul all. l lud.fs.. Toward 90a ls_.i».'.'d, . services, > U~£3.>. 



Go a 1 s 



Percent- Answer b 

3 or t-of \-'<o\ t-o f 
Agree? Agree Disagree LU ■s.»gi GH-» Mean 



S . U . 



i . Get > .1 u 1 >g 



100 



i . 00 



. 00 



'.:ioc lal /mental needs 



35 



1 . 60 



.89 



3. Parent / leai;h(?i' comm. 



■va 



^ 1 . t<0 



^. Playing is important 



83 



13 



1 .22 



.52 



5. Medical /dental needs 



22 



69 3.<*8 



6. Colors/ count to lO 50 



41 



4.5 



<4 . 5 1 . 6'+ 



.79 



7. Teacher comm. 



30 



3.39 



8. Teach eating habits 



30 



44 



4 2 . uO 



.85 



9 . Teach t ead 



39 



17 



£^ 3.04 



.93 



10. Teach social skills 



11. Wants readiness 



43 



87 



13 



17 



9 1 . 37 



1.13 



1.01 



.34 



12 Parent comm. 



17 



83 3.83 
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Table 2 

fra-SchoPl parent atti tude_s„Jjjwajrd„(3D^ls^ nd servi ce s. (n=23) 

Goals Responses ^ 

(i) Yes (2) No Response 



1. Only Parents on commit te 3 

2. Parents/Teacher committee 17 

3. Only Teacher on committee 11 
. r e a c h e a t ing h a b i. t s 5 

5. Social needs A£ ~ 

6. School Teaching Readiness 21 

7. Medical /Dental needs 3 



1'+ <+ 

f» 2 

6 ^ 
1* 

a 3 

2 

19 1 
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Append 3 

L ,u-cuj aU- cinswei its^imi'.u in h 'inesti ir 



A t 



Agree 
" 1 



Agr rf- 



Pen" I cf 
D i saqree 
3 



uisagrrse 



1, j fm»l it is very import-rmh for my rhild to learn 
how bo get along with others in preschool. 

2, (he preschool p. ogram must be » i »wo. <.e for my 
child's social pf mental needs. 



3) 



V) 



frti k-nts should be on * mmm 



i fctee fii th fceachei 



I.d 



10) 



I 1 ) 



„ iake a joint deennon about what 1b taught in 
presrhoo 1 . 

n ,,, n) K, i i *i p, e-U.O'.l important for my child. 

My child's medical and dental needs should be taken 
care of by the preschool program. 

The p. eschool teacher s should teach my child 
his/her colors and how to count to ten. 

Only teachers should be on the committee bo decide 
what is taught in preschool. 

TPachinn my child about food and good eating habits 
has to be a part r.f the preschool day 

My child should loam how to read in preschool. 

The most important purpose of preschool is to teach 
ny c h i 1 d s o c i a 1 5 k ill s . 

I want my child to lea, r, whefe he/she needs to know 
to be re ad y f o r k mdeiq ar t en . 



,o> [her- should only be parents on a committee to 
decide what is taught to their child. 



1 a 3 4 

1 B 3 '* 

« 3 

1 2 3 '» 
1 2 3 '* 

1 a 3 4 

1 S 3 'i 

1 a 3 4- 

i a 3 ^ 
i a 3 '+ 

i. a 3 h 

i a 3 
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Append i 

I) Uo you think parents should decide what is tauqht l.YES 2 . NO 

in preschool? 

Do you think the parents should ineet regularly with l.YES 2. MO 
the teachers to decide what is taught in school? 

Ii,, you think teachers should decide what is taught? l.YES S.NO 

bo you Un.nl'. the school should be the one to teach i.YES 2. NO 

your .-hi Id about what is good for them to eat? 

Do vuu believe the school should take care of your l.YES 2. NO 

• ■„ h i J d ' s * i j >:■ i a 1 i reed s V 

t„. ..,■„, b-Ueye the preschool is teaching your child i.YES 2. NO 
,.,|-,at he/Bhe needs to know Lo be r eady for school f 

Oo vou think the school should take care of your l-VES H. NO 

, I.Ud'r; w.'di.cal and dental needs? 



d ) 



5) 



i ... ..... z ,„ a parent to have the preschool provide 



you . 



n . 



1 ! 

a _ 

Learning how to count, read, and learn the color name*. 

B. Learning how to get -long with other boys and girls. 

C. Parents on the curriculum committee. 

D. Our family's social and mental needs. 

E. Our family's medical and dental needs. 



1 ) fire you a m 
P) llhat i'i /our age? 



1) MAI E 2) FEMALE 

ale or female? 1 > 1 »«-«=• 
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